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Pack 55 recognizes the importance of both engaging scouts with in-person learning
opportunities, and maintaining public health through rigorous and appropriate COVID-19 guidelines.
Pack 55 leadership has been continually monitoring our pack’s approach to promoting safe and
responsible in-person gatherings since March 2020, and for the implementation of public safety
measures aimed at mitigating the risks associated with COVID-19 at those in-person pack and den
gatherings. Public health guidance has been revised periodically since March 2020 and will remain
flexible in the future as the world continues to navigate COVID-19.

Given the ready availability of vaccinations for children aged 5 years and older, and the
decreased rate of community transmission following the recent Omicron variant surge, effective
immediately, Pack 55 is relaxing its in-person gathering masking policy to be in line with the policy of
St. John the Divine (our Charter Organization) and of our local schools. Face masks are now
optional during indoor/outdoor pack meetings/gatherings, den meetings and other pack
events. Those who are not fully vaccinated are still strongly urged to continue wearing a mask for
gatherings and other close contact situations. “Close contact” occurs when in-person gathering
participants are within 6 feet of people from outside their family unit for a cumulative total of 15
minutes or more over a 24-hour period. Everyone, regardless of vaccination, status is welcome to
continue wearing a mask at any in-person gatherings. We encourage families to make their own
decision on this matter, taking into account each family’s health circumstances and risk profile. As
always, continue to use common sense when in group settings: practice proper hygiene, wash your
hands, and if you are not feeling well, remain at home. Pack 55 will continue to promote outdoor
gatherings (where possible), and hold indoor group gatherings in large, well-ventilated, indoor
spaces to the extent possible.

Participation in any in-person den or pack activities is optional; a decision to participate should be
left to the individual families. Higher risk individuals and those with underlying health conditions may
choose not to participate in large, in-person gatherings. Den Leaders should strive to continue
making reasonable rank advancement accommodations for scouts unable or unwilling to attend
in-person den activities. Scouting at Home remains a viable option for those families who desire to
do so. These in-person gathering protocols will remain in effect until further notice. These in-person
gathering guidelines have evolved since the first in-person guidance was provided on 10/6/20, and
have mirrored the guidelines provided by the CDC, our Charter Organization (St. John the Divine),
the Boy Scouts of America (National and Local), and the State of Texas, Harris County and the City
of Houston. These gathering protocols represent the minimum standards for Pack 55 in-person,
indoor gatherings; additional safety measures/protocols may be implemented, beyond these
minimum protocols, on an as-needed basis and if the local conditions warrant. If the COVID-19
protocols of the venue where the den or pack gathering is occurring are more stringent than those
presented above, then the protocols of that venue will prevail.

Pack 55 leadership will continue to revise these guidelines based on current recommendations and
conditions on the ground. All questions should be directed to pcc@pack55.org.


